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Eportfolios: Personalized learning in the language arts classroom. 

In an ongoing effort to improve instruction, teachers at the research site have been 

analyzing data regarding student performance. Teachers at the research school have been 

dissatisfied with standardized test results in writing. Discussion, data analysis, and evaluation of 

instruction lead teachers to believe the main reason for the low scores was not just a failure of 

lesson delivery, but a failure of lesson penetration and transference. Teachers at the research 

school expressed interest in beginning to transform their teacher-centered classrooms into a 

student-centered and student-driven learning environment in which student choice and ownership 

were cultivated. Initially, teachers feared that their entire curriculum would need to be 

reimagined, leading to feelings of overwhelming frustration. The researcher’s primary goal is to 

find a strategy that will begin the transition learner-driven learning environments while 

specifically improving writing skills. The goal of this research endeavor will be to determine if 

eportfolio use by students will improve writing skills.  

 The research team will begin research into the use of eportfolios by students. As a 

gateway and initial strategy into personalized learning, the research teams will launch eportfolios 

as the foundation and driving force of the writing program to determine whether they can 

improve writing skills. Eportfolio use will open the door to student choice, ownership, and voice 

with an authentic audience, but can the eportfolio use translate into in an increase in writing 

skills? This literature review will consider whether personalized eportfolios can improve writing 

skills buy responding to the following questions: 

1. What are the benefits of personalized learning? 

2. How can an eportfolio improve writing skills?  
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Benefits of Personalized Learning 

Until more recent years, technology use in school was limited to computer classes and 

Language Arts for the typing of essays. Technology innovations and personal technological 

device ownership have created a population of students who expect on-demand learning. 

Strategies that are embedded with technology offer us a rational approach to redesigning 

instructional models (Kennedy, Patrick, & Powell, 2013, p.9). The most important aspect of this 

redesign is the focus on giving the student increased control over what and how they learn 

because, ultimately, personalized learning means the learner drives their own learning (Bray & 

McClaskey, 2014; Kennedy, Patrick, & Powell, 2013, p.12).  

In order to sustain a successful personalized learning program, strategies are needed that 

actively engage students toward a specific goal while allowing them to pursue topics and 

activities of their choice (Johns, 2016; Miliband, 2006). Personalized learning is being 

recognized as a promising strategy to boost student academic growth (Johns, 2016).  

 Johns identifies a framework, referred to as the Core Four elements, as a spectrum within 

which teachers may begin integrating personalized learning (2016). Johns’ Core Four are 

Integrated Digital Content, Targeted Instruction, Student Reflection and Ownership, and Data 

Driven Decisions (2016). This model puts an emphasis on student reflection, similar to the 

authentic and deep learning experiences discussed by Cummings, Harapnuik, and Thibodeaux 

(2016).  

The COVA approach, as defined by Cummings, Harapnuik, and Thibodeaux, emphasizes 

student choice, ownership, and voice through authentic learning experiences and is the key to 

deeper learning and transference of skills (2016). The eportfolio process will allow students to 
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develop voice and ownership of learning, while allowing them choice in topics, content, and 

evidence of learning.  

 

Eportfolio as Personalized Learning 

The eportfolio will allow teachers to continue to transform and personalize learning while 

allowing students to discover and cultivate their own passions.  A learning environment that 

caters to student passions is vital for building achievement (Robinson, 2009). Eportfolios will 

allow students to pursue and investigate topics of their own interest through the blog 

assignments. Like a genius hour project, students will have the ability to choose their own topic 

to research and write about, including a variety of presentations that they create and post on their 

blog.  In this way, students will be able to take ownership of their learning, giving them control 

and motivation to succeed (Kennedy, Patrick, and Powell, 2013, p.5). Personalizing their 

learning by cultivating the eportfolio will require students to create clear goals and expectations 

for achievement (Kennedy, Patrick, and Powell, 2013, p 5). Personalized learning allows 

students to explore their interests, move at their own pace, and set goals to reach their potential 

(Johns, 2016). Giving students a cognitive choice leads to a stronger intrinsic motivation, which 

will support deeper learning and transference of skills (Ferlazzo, 2017; Ryan & Deci, 2000).  

The eportfolio ties into other major goals in the research school, primarily 21st century 

skills, including communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity which are 

detailed by the Partnership for 21st Century Learning (2016).  

Effective Eportfolio Launch 

An accurate research cycle will be dependent upon certain factors being carefully 

executed. The following points will need to be addressed: 
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1. Teacher training 

2. Instructional strategies possible because of the technology 

a. Blog launch as personal choice 

b. Collaborative posting and sharing of information 

c. Formal writing collection 

d. Writing collection reflection and revision 

Teachers’ attitudes toward innovation strategies are crucial to the success of initiatives 

(Berkovich, 2011). To influence teachers to step out of their comfort zones and take on the extra 

work of launching new strategies, the researchers must discover and tap into teachers’ personal 

motivation for change (Patterson, 2008). Success of the initiative and research will be difficult if 

teachers do not believe the process can be successful, or if they do not find the effort worth their 

while (Patterson, 2008). Additionally, teachers must feel confidant in their ability to navigate the 

new strategy and technology, so training must be provided to ensure their comfort (Patterson, 

2008).   

 During training, teachers will need to be instructed on blogging and how to amplify 

opportunities on topics chosen by students.  Working together, the language arts trainers and the 

technology trainers will support teachers acquisition of 21st century learning goals and how to 

combine language arts teaching strategies with technology, with emphasis on collaboration and 

publication tools.  

Conclusions and Further Study 

One of the primary goals of personalized learning via the eportfolio is to increase student 

engagement (Ferlazzo, 2017). Ken Robinson, a leading voice for change, has long argued that 

schools must find a way to tap into students’ passions to deepen their engagement in learning 
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(2009, 2010). In reality, the key to student engagement is the ability for the student to have 

choice, voice, and ownership of learning (Harapnuik, 2017).  Eportfolios in the secondary 

language arts classroom can be the gateway toward using digital tools to personalize learning.  

The aptitudes and interests of students are cultivated by the establishment of eportfolios in the 

ELA classroom, which is a priority for personalized learning (Miliband, 2006). The eportfolio is 

simple to initiate. Teachers can create sections for posting of classwork but can also encourage 

students to blog and post researched information about personal topics of interest.  Each 

students’ eportfolio will showcase their strengths, while giving instructors specific insight into 

the interests and passions of the student. There are numerous opportunities for valid activities, 

but research is limited on the effect that eportfolio use will have on writing skills in the 

secondary language arts classroom. The research that must be completed will be focused on skill 

development in the language arts classroom. The following data will be gathered by the action 

research: 

1. What changes to instruction will be required? 

2. What effect did the need for revision for publication have on the students’ intrinsic 

motivation? 

3. What effect did publication have on the transference of skills? 

 

The results of this research are expected to produce positive reactions from students, but 

further research is needed to determine if the eportfolio approach will result in stronger writing 

skills. Teachers will use data from the previous school year’s standardized test for comparison.  

The test will be repeated in the Spring of 2019, when the initial research phase will be 

completed.  
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