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I. Introduction: What is the topic of your research? 

a. The purpose of this study is to determine whether use of eportfolios by 

students will lead to improvements in writing skills.  

b. The penultimate goal is to discover strategies that improve standardized 

test scores in writing. 

II. Preliminary considerations 

a. Discuss logistics with the Director of Technology to ensure infrastructure 

and equipment access for all students. 

b. Investigate writing instruction related to digital formats and how teachers 

can make sure that students consider this a formal writing task. 

c. Survey teachers to find out comfort and knowledge regarding use of 

eportfolios and provide training to teachers to improve comfort levels. 

Teacher expertise is not required, as students will be providing links for 

evaluation.  

III. What is the fundamental research question? 

a. Can student use of eportfolios improve student writing skills? 

IV. Research methods 

a. Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods 

i. Qualitative: teachers will report progress to PLCs formally and 

informally.  

ii. Quantitative: scores on formative and summative assessments will 

demonstrate learning and progress. 
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iii. Mixed- Teachers will be able to share conferencing and coaching 

experience and how they correlate to scores in PLC. 

b. What types of measurement instruments will you use? 

i. Formative and summative assessments for students. 

ii. Surveys for teachers 

iii. PLC feedback 

 

V. Types of data 

a. Surveys 

i. Skills taught due to eportfolio approach vs traditional approach 

ii. Student attitude toward writing tasks 

b. Writer workshop feedback. 

i. Fossilization and transference of skills 

ii. Student cooperation in peer feedback 

c. Portfolio collection of student progression 

d. Informal data through conversation and PLC feedback 

 

VI. Purpose of Lit Review options 

a. Writing growth via fluency and practice 

b. Student perceptions of blog writing as an authentic writing task 

c. Effects of innovative writing strategies  

d. Eportfolio as a form of personalized learning. 


